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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN YOUNG ACHIEVER AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Youth) [9.11 am]: On Friday, 12 May, in my capacity as the 
Minister for Youth, I was privileged to represent the McGowan Labor government of Western Australia at the 
Western Australian Young Achiever Awards. This is the second year that these national awards have been run in 
Western Australia. This year the event was sold out, with 500 guests attending, along with a waiting list of 50. 
This was up from last year’s attendance of 285 people, reflecting the high level of interest in this important 
recognition of young people in Western Australia. 
These young people are some of the most inspiring and humbling Western Australians I have ever met. There were 
31 finalists in eight categories, including the fields of leadership, the arts, sport, business start-ups and community 
service. Overall, there were over 300 nominees, ranging from the age of 10 to 29 years of age. On behalf of the 
government, I would like to congratulate all those who were nominated. Some people say that our younger 
generations are somehow not up to standard. I have never believed this and the awards showcased some of the 
very best of our future. For example, one award winner, Scott Guerini, from Alkimos, completed a 25-kilometre 
walk, three marathons and an 82-kilometre hike of the Rocky Mountains, raising $112 000 for Telethon. Scott is 
11 years old. Most kids of that age are concerned with finding their way through the sometimes confusing maze 
of school, friends and family, but Scott has received numerous awards and twice won the Premier’s Australia Day 
Active Citizenship Award. This young man has also written a book, which he published using his own money. 
I have spoken to his family and plan, subject to Mr Speaker’s approval, to set up a signing table at Parliament 
House so that members can meet him. I ask for all members to buy one of his books, or a few for their electorate 
office. It is an inspiring read, with money of course all going to his charity. 
Aboriginal youth were also well represented at the awards. Dylan Collard, 24 years old, of East Victoria Park is 
a founding member of the Victoria Park Aboriginal Engagement Strategy Group. The group educates on 
reconciliation and culture using the mediums of art, music, photography, storytelling and performances. The group 
has performed at National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee Week and Reconciliation Week. 
Dylan was a youth panel member at the KickArts festival and provides voluntary speaking presentations on 
Aboriginal culture. 
I was honoured to announce the overall award winner, Pavitra Aran, 26 years old, of South Perth, a young woman 
who volunteers for Zero2Hero, which is a youth suicide prevention group. Pavitra founded a social media project, 
Young Refugees of Western Australia, creating positive media about young migrants and refugees. As I said on 
the night, and I say now, the future of WA is in good, safe hands.  
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